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RE: Fox ai ther han house (Curt Barkow, Key Large

Parhaps Mr. Bafow shaud have been mading Siees Gibbs” articles more
thorpughly. ¥We, the Key Lango Fire Rescue & EMS Boacd, did eniist an
cutside CPA firm to perform an awdit of controls for the Key Largo Fire
Rescue Departmend. Based on s findings three wel-respectad and
expaprenced masmbsrs of this Department (the Senior Adviacey Group)
stepped forward and offeded their services b cxaming and provide advice
an cormective action for some ansas of the Department,

As far s “tax increases” goas, Mr. Bardow should check his sl two Real
Eslate Tax Notices. Ploass note the ling Bem for cur Disinct. W hadd e
milage al tha samda lresl for 2010 as the prior year despite Bn
approaimate 20% decling in propedty walues. in facl, we began the
Budgating process by spacifying this value and working through the line
nems of both departments and the district 1o arive af 1. Our reason foe
IPes “backwards® approach (vs. most other governmenl entities) was cur
vl that the drop in real estabe values was a reflection of the locai
ecenomy n general and not an isclated stalistc  If people have ess cash
¥ spend, how do they afloed the same laxes 77
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